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At long last, the reason for the blessed Adept race's decline has been discovered: powerful
beings known as Malorin'athgul are disrupting the Balance and preventing Alorin's Adepts from
awakening to their gifts. Who are they? Where are they? And how can they be stopped when
they wield a power meant to unmake the universe itself?In T'khendar, Prince Ean val Lorian has
forsaken his companions in blood and battle to join the traitorous Fifth Vestal in T'khendar in the
hopes of gaining some insight into the tragedies that plagued his return. Now, he must confront
the man he's long thought of as his enemy and discover the role he is meant to play in the First
Lord's darkly magnificent game.The Vestal Raine D'Lacourte has followed his traitorous oath-
brother, Björn, through six kingdoms and into the distant realm of T'khendar seeking explanation
and atonement. But the condemned realm harbors shocking secrets, and Raine soon realizes
he's facing his greatest enemy yet - not in Björn, but in the truth.Elsewhere in Alorin, the young
truthreader, Tanis, faces a new villain in the fiery-eyed man he followed from the café in
Rethynnea; the soldier Trell struggles to reconcile his growing feelings for the girl he rescued
from the river against the guilt of his unknown past; and in Tambarré, another truthreader named
Kjieran van Stone treads the incense-filled hallways of the Prophet Bethamin's temple, hoping to
uncover a plot of treachery and betrayal before the Prophet demands his soul.The time has
come for each player to claim his role in the First Lord's masterful game. All will be tested, but
only time will tell how many can survive the dagger of Adendigaeth.

About the AuthorJeffrey A. Helewitz received his J.D. and LL.M. in International Business and
Trade from Georgetown University Law Center and an M.B.A. in Finance from New York
University. He has worked for the National Office of the Internal Revenue Service and was in
private practice for several years. Currently, Mr. Helewitz is a Court Attorney for a Civil Court
Judge in New York. Mr. Helewitz is the author of twenty texts designed for paralegals and
lawyers, as well as numerous articles. He has taught law at both C.U.N.Y. School of Law and
Touro College Law Center, and is an active C.L.E. lecturer.
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R. Campbell, “An escaping, drop-everything-now read!. I read and reviewed the first book of A
Pattern of Shadow & Light for a blog tour and immediately picked up book two, 
  
The Dagger of Adendigaeth

  
  
, because I was stunned by the author's talent and had to continue living in the world she
created. It's that enrapturing. As usual, I started a book with high expectations and anticipated
disappointment.
  
The Dagger of Adendigaeth

  
  
wasn't as good as the first book. To be honest, it was BETTER. That fact does not make it
easier to review, but harder. When I sat down to write my thoughts, the review turned out to be ...
different, more with only the author in mind, revealing what a nerd I am of the series (and that I
might regret once published and will probably never do again due to
embarrassment).****Melissa McPhail,I treasure books like I do photographs. Like the best
snapshots, books capture meaningful memories, hint at secrets, and hold a world known only in
that span of space and time and by the people in it. The greatest are adventures never able to be
repeated, looked upon with fondness, nostalgia, or sometimes envy. They hold meaning. They
have a life of their own. They're kept in special places and should be handled with care.The first
two books of your series are among the best snapshots. You captured a panoramic picture of a



breathtaking world and everyone in it. Scratch that. It wasn't just a world; it was a universe. I saw
both Alorin and T'khendar, one planet dying, the other flourishing. Your gentle movement of
vivid, lyrical prose caught my eye; your well-timed action shutter, the pacing of the plot threading
each frame together without losing the overall picture, kept it. I was never impatient for the next
scene or view of another character like I usually am with Epic Fantasy. Excited? Definitely, but
never impatient.And when you zoomed in on the people, they were so magnified I felt each of
them. Although I first questioned why the opening focus was Kjieran, it wasn't before I finished
the thought that I ached for and because of him. His warring emotions to be good against the evil
literally eating him inside out was apparent and so palpable. He was easily my favorite. Pelas
and Isak, too. In complete contrast to Kjieran, Pelas -- innately evil -- had redeeming qualities
that are hard to associate or execute well with villains. But I couldn't not like him and his child-like
curiosity. Isak ... well, he was a mass of knots, in the best sort of way. I can't wait to see where his
choices and the truth take him.You reminded me with these characters that the most lovable and
hopeful can be the enemy, and it isn't with a sob story. I appreciated who they were, what they
represented, and the philosophy that made and bound each of them. How you analyzed those
philosophies and weaved them throughout the overall storyline is astounding and awe-inspiring.
Once again, you created something discussion-worthy -- showed the shades between good and
evil, making us question morals and actions, the right and wrong and the choice behind each,
whether they depended on time, how we assess and justify them -- all with balanced characters
in a world focused on, and needing, balance.It wasn't just with the "villains," either. Raine's
reconciliation with himself and the truth was well done. Tanis's story was suspenseful as well as
heart-breaking and -warming all at once. Trell and Alyneri joining paths was a wonderful respite
in the epic world-dooming tension.I would've liked a better zoom on Bjorn, though -- a little more
well-rounded view. The great man behind such a great plan felt a little generic. I understand he
couldn't hesitate because of what was at stake, but I needed a strong contrast, some uncertainty
and remorse, to that unyielding conviction to find it believable.Likewise, I needed more depth to
Ean and Isabel's relationship to grasp how their love transcended time and death. The story
behind them is fascinating, but the love at first sight stole the falling-in-love-with-them-as-a-
couple from me. I would've adored them more as a pair if I knew they were in love before they
did, watch them discover one another, grow together. Maybe the lack thereof was because their
threads were intertwined from the start? I'm not sure.But that's just me nitpicking.Overall I'm
astounded by your talent, such a broad-scope but with a finely honing eye on the profound and
endearingly mundane. How you spun all the characters together, joining both worlds and books
with the old and new, showing rebirth and the patterns of life, is nothing short of magnificent.
You've exceeded my expectations once again. I've never been able to say that with a book two,
and I'm absolutely giddy I can say it now.You blew me away. You made me laugh, cry, grip my
Kindle to the point of breaking it, and surpassed the highest bar I set for story-telling. (I've never
highlighted so many passages before!) When I get my hands on the hardcovers, 
  



Cephrael's Hand

  
  
     and 
  
The Dagger of Adendigaeth

  
  
will have a permanent spot on my timeless-reads mantle, treasured like the best photographs
and looked upon and read again with fondness, nostalgia, and yes, even a little envy. Your books
are an adventure and they hold meaning. They're a world and life unto their own. Unforgettable.
Thank you for sharing.***More action-packed and purpose-driven, 
  
The Dagger of Adendigaeth

  
  
continues A Pattern of Shadow & Light series with stabbing emotion, a deeper cutting plot,
and sharp new pawns and players in the elemental, spiritual, and physical war for Alorin -- all



while intricately threading the characters' lives from the first book with the new and creating
another world that expands upon the first's possibilities. An escaping, drop-everything-now read!”

Patricia Cardoso, “Stick with it. I loved the 1st book and was eager to read the 2nd.But I gave up
on it when I was through half of it. Why? Because I don't like romance, in particular the really
mushy, in the middle of my wars. It is annoying, needless and distracting. And this book has
plenty of it. So I gave up and put it to the side.But the concept of the main story is very well
constructed so eventually I came back to the book determined to see the end. And it was worth
it. The romance rubbish is put in 2nd place and the story moves forward, if not completely
unpredictable, but interesting and appealing.So I changed my rating (from 3 stars to 4 stars) and
I'm now moving into book 3. With hopes of no more mellow stuff in the middle of the grit and
blood.”

Dr. Carl Mark Sullivan, “Great story. It's a good follow-on from the first book which actually
explores the characters a little more and allows us a little more understanding of what the heck
was going on in the first book. Where I struggled with the lack of 'flow' in the 1st book, I was able
to really enjoy this one and at points had to read 'just one more chapter' before I went to bed/
work. Saldy , the book itself is still plagued by typos and errors which sadly detracts from the
story - hopefully, having 'flagged' enough of them myself, they will eventually get around to
correcting them for future readers.”

H. L. Carey, “In recent months I've read a lot of books from authors like Raymond Feist. This
series is a must read.. In recent months I've read a lot of books from authors like Raymond Feist,
Robbin Hobb, Jeff Wheeler Etc, loved them all. These books are by no way less compelling then
those. The writing is intricate, multilayered, and so well crafted. I promise, if this is the theme of
book you enjoy, from starting to read the first book, you will not be able to stop reading.”

Mrs. A. Holmes, “Brilliant book!. Melissa Mcphail is a wonderful story teller. I have been gripped
from start to finish with the colourful characters and intricate plots. Cephreal's Hand should be
made into a television series. I can't wait to read the next book and will be starting it straight
away. It is up there with the best!”

Helbel, “A joy to read!. A brilliant continuation of Cephrael's hand. The characters are
compelling, and I found myself unable to put the book down, anxious to read the next chapter!
My only real criticism is that the Dagger of Adendigaeth only creates more and more questions,
without providing any definitive answers to those from the previous book. However these start to
be answered in the third installment The Paths of Alir.While there are a few typos, they are
forgiven as Melissa's wonderfully descriptive prose is a joy to read. I highly recommend this
series!”



The book by Eric Wiener has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 382 people have provided feedback.
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